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1867 FEHEE AFTAKE ( Cuthbert Collingwood ) & #8HE = i
Y1 EEBE MR Serpent RS > W T —REEHEEEEEC > il TRV B4
BRI BB E IR - SRR BUIER AR FIRGE - 1R E
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FERC LR 1T HAM 1R R B A REE B S

THE QUARTERLY

JOURNAL OF SCIENCE.

APRIL, 1867.

I. THE NATURAL HISTORY OF PRATAS TSLAND, IN
TILE CHINA SEA.

By Ihe Coenneer Coraxawoon,® Naturalist on hoard of
HLALS, CSerpent.”

Puaras Inbendd In sibuntod in lod, 2042 No, aud longe, 1167 43" T,
wiul in of a horso sdwe shipe, oceupying e cendee of the smdien or
wenlorn et of M gerends Penton veef. The veol ilsell” s ol o
crapeontic form, extending 13 milen (o the casbward, and heving a
Dresd e Teom nortls (o ket of 12 mileg, encloses a lngoon of about
FO miles in dimneter, dolied over witl wnnberless coral patehes and
whonls, 16 lies in the direct line of route between Manilla and
llong Kong, and is therefore a spot where many a good ship has
heen wrecked, especially npon its south-eastern side, which 15 too
often concealed by the thick fogs which prevail during the N.E,
monsoon.  The Prutas reef and island were surveyed by TLALS.
“Smacen,” J. Richards muster commnuding, in 1858, and at that
fimo it was believed that vessels of 15 feet dranght conld enter the
lngoon by he south channel, hietween the sonth side of the islad
wul the sonth-west born of the reel, bub in our rceent visit in
HALS, < Swrpent,” Commander Dullock found that although ounly
drawing 12} feet, she conld not safely make the attempt, to my
great disappointment, and conscqueniiy she was anchored on the
cdge of the reel, 3 miles seuth of the istund, which ilus sheltered
the ship from the strong N.IZ. wind blowing at the time.

Praias Tsland is about a mile and a ladf long, and Lalf-a-mile
wide, aud is only visible at a distance of 8 or 9 miles in clear

* It may be inferesting o our renders to know that the nuthor of the above
nrtivle gve up his occupations in Liverpool about a year since, wnd volunteered as
natumlint on hoard vue of HLM.'s mr\'v):ini;);l;»ipn in the Ching Scas.

s frioneds will be glad to hiear thal in cember lost o wasat Singapore, from
which plaee he sent us the present article, and was about to proceed to Labuan,
H«u\\ml‘. Ko, "'z Tiprroes,

VoL, 1y, . L
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